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Results of the Expert Committee on the Open Call  with focus: JAPANESE CULTURE  

First Stage of Selection 

1. Jury members: 

By decision of the Board of Directors of the OF 'Plovdiv' 2019 with Protocol 139 / 13.03.2018 was chosen jury: Dr Svetlana Kuyumdzhieva, Artistic Director, „Plovdiv 

2019“ Foundation; Viktor Yankov, Deputy Director International Relations, „Plovdiv 2019“ Foundation; Gina Kafedzhian, Deputy Director Programme, „Plovdiv 

2019“ Foundation; Alexandra Dimitrova, International Relations Expert, „Plovdiv 2019“ Foundation; Saori Hakoda, Project Manager, EU Japan Fest 

Preliminary procedure and methodology of the evaluation: 

All members of the jury received the project proposals in advancе and evaluated them individually. On a jury meeting a discussion of the individual reviews is made 
and the winners and reserves, if any, are chosen and the allocation of funds is done. The methodology for the assessment and a description of the preliminary 
procedure are applicable to this document. 

2. Jury meeting and protocol: 

The jury's meeting was held on July 6 from 11:00 to 18:00, with Saori Hakoda taking part in the discussion through a conference call. The meeting started with an 
individual discussion of each project. After the end of the discussion of the individual projects, voting took place and outlining of the winners, the reserve and the 
allocation of the funds. 

3. Project proposals received and decision of the jury: 

Through the Open Call a total of 36 /thirty-six/ project proposals were received, of which the jury chose to support: 
 

● Under Category 1 - 4 (four) projects, among which to allocate a grant of BGN 92,000 and outlined one reserve; 
● Under Category 2 - 3 (three) projects; 
● Under Category 3 - 7 (seven) projects. 

    
           as follows: 
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SELECTED PROJECTS CATEGORY I  
No / 
Date 

Entity Name of the 
project 

Short description, submitted by the applicant Requested 
amount in 
BGN /%/ 

Granted 
amount in 
BGN 

Jury comments and number of points 
0

5
_J

P
_2

0
1

8
 /

 3
1

.0
5
 NPO social 

systems 
“Yundola” 

Noh Theatre with 
European Spirit 
 

Noh, the seven century old Japanese classical drama, is the most ancient performing art that 
still exists in a state almost unaltered from its original form. As carriers and bearers of this art 
we would like to present Noh to the Bulgarian audience, as a way to create interest in the 
Japanese traditional arts and bring the cultures of Japan and Bulgaria closer. In order to achieve 
this goal, we are planning to perform, on the stage of the Plovdiv Roman Theatre, one classical 
and one new Noh play (two separate performances) composed especially for the European 
Capital of Culture, Plovdiv 2019, to commemorate the anniversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between Japan and Bulgaria. The new Noh play, “Orpheus”, which initially 
will be performed once in Plovdiv and once in Sofia, aims to emphasize the peculiarities of the 
Japanese traditional aesthetics through the widely known image of the hero Orpheus, placed 
in the center of an ethical dilemma, typical for both Japanese and European cultures. The 
creation of the play, as well as the actual performances, will involve Bulgarian actors, directors 
and children from the local schools. 

24 890,00 
/10%/ 

20 000,00 Points: 24,8 
 
The project is based on a detailed, well-grounded 

and rich interaction between Japanese and 

Bulgarian artists to create an event and 

adequately represent the Japanese culture. Its 

idea is to connect the themes of Bulgarian folklore 

through the prism of Japanese stage art, which 

has proven to engage the audience and the 

artists. The jury's recommendation is to refine the 

budget. 

0
8

-J
P-

2
0

1
8

 /
3

1
.0

5 State 
Puppet 
Theatre 
Plovdiv 

The Spirit of the 
Japanese Puppet: 
creating a 
puppet-theatre 
performance and 
exchange of 
Japanese artists 
 
 

The project “The Spirit of the Japanese Puppet: creating a puppet-theatre performance and 
exchange of Japanese artists” will include:he creation of a puppet-theatre performance 
inspired by the traditional Japanese Bunraku theatre, after the famous story of the two 
brothers whose love with the Dragon princess of the Ocean gave birth to the first Japanese 
emperor - a classic Japanese legend for love, trust, the given word and meaning of life. The 
performance “The Prince of the Sea and the Prince of the Earth” will be created by some of the 
most established Bulgarian theatre artists in collaboration with two Japanese artists: a puppet 
maker-master and a choreographer.In September, a total of 20 puppet artists from Puk 
Theatre, Tokyo, and a puppet theatre from the city of Iida will be visiting. Performances 
accompanied by conversations and demonstrations will be organized for the general public on 
the theme “The spirit of the Japanese puppet”. A long-term partnership strategy will be 
developed between the International Puppet Festival in Iida and the International Puppet 
Festival “Three Are Too Many, Two – Not Enough” in Plovdiv.  Guests from the puppet theatre 
in Rijeka, ECC for 2020 will be invited to exchange ideas. 

56 720,00 
/26%/ 

50 000,00 Points: 27 
 
Very reasonable project with attention to all 
elements, including citizens' access and 
educational activities. The project has a prospect 
for a guaranteed long-term partnership. The 
content specification is professionally and 
appropriately adapted for the local audience. A 
planned year-long programme and interaction in 
the network of cultural capitals. The project is 
included for the first time in the ECOC programme 
one of the most important cultural institutions in 
Plovdiv. 

1
0

-J
P-

2
0

1
8

 /
 3

1
.0

5 Non-profit 
Organizatio
n NAKAMA 
 
 

Anime & Gaming 
Festival Plovdiv 
2019 

Anime & Gaming Festival Plovdiv 2019 will be a two-day event, free for the audience, that will 
take placeon 29-30.06.2019 at the new sport complex SILA. If the event turns out to be bigger 
than their hall canaccommodate, we will use the halls of Plovdiv International Fair.The event 
will have all kinds of attractions, dedicated to Japanese traditional and pop culture: Lectures, 
demonstrations and screenings, dedicated to JapanCosplay contest with price.Workshops on 
different Japan-related artsExhibition on artwork of Bulgarian artists, inspired by Japanese art 
and techniques E-sports area – free-play area with PC and PS consoles, finals of big 
tournaments with price.Partners – merchandise booths, demonstrations of drawing manga, 
thematic and info corners,manga library and hangout corner.International Participation – 
partnerships with organizers of similar events from other cities. 

7 000,00 
/10%/ 

7 000,00 Points: 23,6 
The project has been developed on the basis of 
the organizers' experience in implementing 
events of such dimension. Their knowledge and 
large  team of partners ensures that the initiative 
will be  implemented in the most appropriate way 
for its first edition in the city. The presentation of 
this modern side of the Japanese culture does not 
have a long history in Plovdiv. This project 
provides an opportunity for long-term 
cooperation that will develop into an annual 
event with national editions. Wide support for 
organizing the initiative at an international level 
reveals the European dimension of the project. 
Good media communication is also impressive. 
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5 Metheor 
Association 

HIJIKATA AND HIS 
DOUBLE 

The project will take inspiration from the groundbreaking first artistic works of Tatsumi Hijikata 
(1928-1986), the founding figure of the new performance form, known as Butoh. His works 
were developed in the late 1950s and 1960s under the direct influence of European and 
especially French literature. Although Hijikata became figure of reference for the international 
art scene, little is known about the appearance of his programatic early works, and only 
fragmentary footage is preserved.We intend to study the existing archives and to reconstruct 
fragments of Hijikata’s legendary firsty works, while developing his poetics further, 
transforming it in a original piece, taking inspiration from both butoh techniques and butoh’s 
own sources of inspiration.Leonid Yovchev will appear in the main role. The performance will 
be conceived by the 3 founding members of Metheor in collaboration with the philosophers 
and art theorists Yasuo Kobayashi and Futoshi Hoshino, and directed by Ani Vaseva. 

17 000,00 
/30%/ 

15 000,00 Points: 24,2 
 
The candidate, one of the most prominent 
representatives of contemporary Bulgarian 
theater, guarantees for  high quality content. An 
interesting and balanced proposal that strives to 
develop a partnership with the potential to find a 
realisation on  European and Asian scene. 
 

 

 

RESERVE / Category 1 / 
No/ 
Date 

Entity Name of the 
project 

Short description, submitted by the applicant Requested amount 
in BGN /%/ 

 Jury comments and number of points 

0
2

_J
P

_2
0

1
8

 /
 3

1
.0

5
 „IVAN ASEN 

22“ Foundatio

n for the 

presentation 

and support 

of 

contemporary 

designersи 

shifted 
memory.relaod 

"shifted mmory.relaod" is an exhibition project including a space installation with conceptual 
designer fashion, a photo-session and a fashion film. The project aims the contemporary 
translation of the tradition in Japanese culture and the personal story of one of its 
representatives through the prism and visual language of contemporary Bulgarian designers. 
Our Japanese partner will provide to 10 Bulgarian designers invited to the project the traditional 
Japanese kimono made of silk in which each symbol has a definite meaning. Each kimono is 
made for a certain person, embodies part of himself, his personal history, and at the same time 
an important part of Japanese cultural heritage and history. Specific Japanese will provide 
authentic kimono fabrics or authentic silk kimonos that they have in their private wardrobe, 
accompanied by their personal story or memory that connects with that garment or an 
explanation of the symbolism contained in the motif of the garment..The conceptual garments 
will be shooted in a professional photo session on the streets of Plovdiv, as well as in a fashion 
film featuring the well-known Bulgarian actress Irmena Chichikova, photographed in Tokyo and 
Sofia. A Japanese musician will be invited to write the music for the film. The exhibition objects: 
conceptual design garments, pictures of the photo session and the fashion film will be presented 
in the form of a specially designed space installation and the opening will be accompanied by a 
live performance by actress Irmena Chichikova. The innovative character of the project is 
achieved thanks to the interdisciplinarity: the unique blending of different types of art (scenic, 
visual, photography, film, music) and design (textiles, fashion) as well as the inclusion of digital 
expressions (fashion film).After presenting the exhibition in Plovdiv, Sofia, Tokyo, she will also 
tour each of the Japanese cities where the people who provided the authentic material or 
garment live. 

11 400,00 
/29 %/ 

Points: 20 
 
An interdisciplinary project that has the potential 
to present a recognizable and wanted visual result 
and to present the contemporary interaction 
between tradition and social engagement. As a 
final product, the project can attract a wide 
audience forum - European and international. The 
concept proposal requires more thorough work 
with the traditions and the connections of the 
Japanese families with the kimonos that they 
create and transmit within the families. The 
project is proposed as a reserve in category 1, and 
the amount that would be set for it will be the 
subject of an additional announcement. 
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SELECTED PROJECTS CATEGORY 2: 
No / 
Date 

Entity Name of the 
project 

Short description, submitted by the applicant Jury comments and number of points 
1

9
-J

P-
2

0
1

8
 /

 3
1

.0
5 Art Today 

Association 
LUMMIX LIGHT 

FESTIVAL 
The LUMMIX Light Festival project is an innovative cultural event. Since 2017, it has been incorporated 
into the PESC2019 program.The 2019 edition of the festival will include events in public environments 
presenting various forms of contemporary art based on light and involving the audience as a participant: 
lighting installations, video art, performance, etc.The project will be invited to present their works to 
international participants. There will also be two installations, conceptually and technically developed 
in a workshop organized in 2018, including students and young authors. LUMMIX is a massive cultural 
event that unites the citizens, works of Bulgarian and foreign, young and well-established authors. 

Points: 20 
The project is financially supported and officially included in the 
ECOC program and presents, on the basis of exploration trips, a 
good opportunity for interaction in the field of lighting 
installations. The Commission recommends more detailed work 
on  the budget when it is presented in the second session and 
further elaboration of the concept for the event, including 
specific participants and works on the basis of the exploratory 
trips already conducted. 

2
0

-J
P-

2
0

1
8

 /
 3

1
.0

5 Art Today 
Association 

WEEK OF 
CONTEMPORARY 
ART 

"Week of Contemporary Art" is an annual international project that is held every autumn since 1995 and 
is one of the most significant events in the field of contemporary art in Bulgaria. For over 20 years of 
history, it has been able to position itself on the Bulgarian and European stages, with some of the most 
up-to-date and well-known artists participating in prestigious international events such as the Venice 
Biennale, the "Document" Kassel, Manifesta and others.Every year, a curator is selected, who draws a 
concept that invites artists from the country and abroad. Curators of "The Week" have already been the 
leading art-scientists in Bulgaria, making the event a great contribution to the development of the native 
scene of contemporary art.Plovdiv Municipality and Goethe Institute are traditional partners of the 
event. And since 2017, it is part of the ECoC cultural program2019 

Points: 19,6 
The project is financially supported and officially included in the 
ECOC program and presents, on the basis of exploratory trips, a 
good opportunity for interaction in the field of contemporary art. 
The Commission recommends an elaboration of a more clear 
statement about the sources of own contribution during the 
preparation of the budget as well as a clear and detailed 
description of the intended participants and the intended content 
from the Japanese side. 

2
1

-J
P-

2
0

1
8

 /
 3

1
.0

5  ONE DANCE 
WEEK / ONE 
Foundation 
for Culture 
and Arts 

FOCUS JAPAN = FJ ONE DANCE WEEK presents FOCUS JAPAN – the face of the contemporary and progressive performing 
arts in Japan. Authors of the works in the selection are world-renowned names that have changed the 
ideas and aesthetic techniques in the field, as well as young choreographers from the vibrant Japanese 
scene.The program includes the performance “The Idiot” by Saburo Teshigawara; a multi-genre artistic 
collaboration between Biliana Voutchkova, Hans Peter Kuhn, Junko Wada and Akemi Nagao; and a 
production from Kyoto Experiment, Odoru Akita and Yokohama Dance Collection from 2018.The project 
also offers an educational module with workshops by Junko Wada and Akemi Nagao (dance techniques), 
Hans Peter Kuhn (professor and director of Sound Studies and Sonic Arts Master Program UDK on the 
topic What is Sound? Creating with Our Ears), Biliana Voutchkova (Relation to instrument and sound: 
improvisation and extended techniques), and dance workshops, part of the Young Choreographers 
module. 

Points: 27,6 
The project is financially supported and officially included in the 
ECOC program and presents, on the basis of exploratory trips, 
clear content, a clear strategy for developing an already 
established event, well-established experience in its organization 
and communication. 
 
 

 

http://www.epidemic.net/documentation/Teshigawara-The_Idiot/
https://vimeo.com/147005613
http://akeminagao.wixsite.com/akemi-nagao
http://hanspeterkuhn.com/
http://hanspeterkuhn.com/
https://www.udk-berlin.de/personen/detailansicht/person/hans-peter-kuhn/
http://www.bilianavoutchkova.net/
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SELECTED PROJECTS CATEGORY 3: 
No / 
Date 

Entity Name of the 
project 

Short description, submitted by the applicant Requested 
amount in 
BGN /%/ 

 Jury comments and number of points 

0
3

_J
P

_2
0

1
8

 /
 3

1
.0

5
 Sdrujenie 

Jikishinkai – 

Jikishinkai Dojo 

Plovdiv 

Aikido Seminar 

And Embukai 
Aikido Seminar and Embukai – Celebrating Japanese Martial Art Aikido influence in Plovdiv 
The purpose of the AIKIDO SEMINAR & EMBUKAI is to celebrate the history of Aikido in 
Bulgaria and its influence as a Japanese Martial Art in Plovdiv. As a children’s instructor, I can 
say that the physical benefits are great but the cultural aspects of it even greater. Personal 
space, respect, clarity, observation, concentration, calming the mind and learning from the 
elders are included in this amazing martial art. It is a 3 day Seminar starting from Friday at 
18:00, Saturday & Sunday in the mornings and evening. MIYAMOTO TSURUZO SHIHAN 7thwill 
demonstrate the beauty and the discipline during this Seminar and Embukai.Like in 2017, 
we will collaborate with JIKISHINKAI DOJO RUSSIA with travel expenses. Again, we will 
advertise through Social media and gather as many people as possible. In 2019, we will see 
again people from many other countries all practicing together, remembering the fact that 
Aikido is already part of the society in Plovdiv. For Plovdiv 2019, we expect a bigger number 
of people to help us celebrate the occasion. 

4 560,00 
/29%/ 

Points: 16,4 
 
The project had its successful issue in 2017 and was 
endorsed and included in the EU Japan Fest 2017 program. 
The wide international project network and the 
recognizability and applicability of the seminar and practice 
are a good continuation that may turn into a long-standing 
initiative that binds the cities of ECOC and their aikido 
communities. The project is recommended for support in  
Category 3. 
 

0
4

_J
P

_2
0

1
8

 /
 3

1
.0

5
 Association 

“SOGA” 
Ikebana - 

inspiration for 

everyone 

 

   The project consists of the following directions: 
- Two exhibitions for a wide range of visitors in the spring and autumn of 2019, including a 
presentation, a demonstration and a workshop. We have an agreement with the Old City 
Administration in Plovdiv to use the halls of the house "Klianti".- We cooperate with 
Ventzislav Petrov - photographer, lecturer, researcher and we plan to make quality pictures 
of the compositions of the exhibitions to be used later for photo-exhibition. Photos can be 
sold for charity purposes. We plan to train a group of students from the National High School 
of Stage Arts in Plovdiv on a pre-prepared program (50 hours). To form the group, the first 
step would be to present the art of ikebana to a wide audience in the school. We have 
negotiated with the management the time, venue and other details.- We plan to make a 
decoration for three musical events at the Plovdiv House of Culture.- We envisage 4 
workshops with children of different ages in the Children's Complex in Plovdiv. 

3 224,00 
/24%/ 

Points: 15,8 
The project is dedicated to traditional Japanese art, offering 
a variety of activities that are usually featured in clubs and 
groups of interest and are not frequently  found  in Plovdiv. 
The wide support of the institutions in the city proves the 
recognition of interest among the inhabitants of Plovdiv 
with the art of ikebana. The project would contribute to the 
exploration of a country from Japanese art with a Plovdiv 
audience and we propose that it is implemented within the 
Category 3 support. 

0
6

_J
P

_2
0

1
8

 /
 3

1
.0

5
 “Pianissimo” 

Foundation 
EURientale – Two 

concerts with 

contemporary 

Japanese music 

EURientale - Europe and the East; unifying point - Bulgaria. The project envisages conducting 
of two concerts with contemporary Japanese music in the spring of 2019, one in Plovdiv as 
part of the official program of Plovdiv - European Capital of Culture, the other in Sofia as part 
of the program of the XXII edition of the festival ppIANISSIMO . For this purpose, a prominent 
Japanese pianist will be invited to present a recital with premier for Bulgaria piano works by 
Japanese composers, as well as a master class for pianists. In addition, the vocal ensemble 
DAI MONTI VERDI will present a Japanese madrigal, written specifically for the ensemble of 
Somei Satoh, as well as several other vocal pieces by Japanese composers. 

700,00 
/3%/ 

Points: 18,4 
The project presents a thematic edition of an event with 
established organizers who have proven their commitment 
to the audience meeting with good examples from the 
world stage. The Commission recommends that the project 
be implemented with Category 3 support, and it is 
important to submit confirmatory documents from 
Japanese artists and artists until the application period 
(September 2018). 



6 
 

1
1

-J
P-

2
0

1
8

 /
 3

1
.0

5 Association 

Kiri-e 

International - 

Bulgaria 

Exhibition “Kiri-e 
and Kimono – 
traditions and 
modernity’’ 

The exhibition will take place on 18.09.-07.10.2019 in Plovdiv as a part of the Anniversary 
30th Days of Japanese Culture in Bulgaria.It will be an exhibition of Rina Papadopulu’s and 
her pupils’ kiri-e artworks, dedicated to the Japanese traditional clothes and the grace of the 
Japanese women. The beautiful and fine black and white artworks will have a suitable 
addition – Japanese kimonos from Mrs. Papadopulu’s personal collection. Special guest of 
the exhibition will be Mayano Onodera – world renown artist. She creates colorful, small-
sized works, made with handmade (by her) paper.The exhibition will start with an official 
opening ceremony and cocktail, with the presence of the Ambassador of Japan.During the 
three weekends of the exhibition there will be different events Lecture for Kiri-eLecture and 
demonstrations of Kimono dressing Discussion with Mayano Onodera  ;Workshops “Making 
a kimono out of traditional Japanese paper” and “Creating a kiri-e artwork” 

2 500,00 
/15%/ 

Points: 18,8 
The project aims to present an interesting technique 
different from the usual notion of Japanese art in this genre. 
The proposed event does not go beyond the usual 
exhibition format for a specific circle of regular visitors, but 
given the ambition to build on existing events and potential 
to attract audiences, the commission recommends that the 
project will be implemented under Category 3. 

1
3

-J
P-

2
0

1
8

 /
 

3
1

.0
5
 Neli Doycheva 

Koycheva 
CoJapanese Song 
meets         
Bulgarian Song 

The concert is planning to be at June 6-th, 2019, in the Hall Saedinenie- Plovdiv.Comming 
from Japan are: Neli Koycheva- contralto, Michiko Hanibuchi- mezosoprano, Tae Nakano- 
soprano, Emiko Nomura- piano, Noriko Kono- piano. Every single of the participants is 
professional musician, who lives and work in Kobe city- Japan. On the concert there will be 
songs, composed by Japanese and Bulgarian composers introduced. Also, the costumes of 
the artists will be in the Japanese style 

00,00 
 

Points: 15,2 
Clear and accurate project with minimal cost and potential 
for attracting audiences. Real interaction with a Japanese 
artist and a communicative form of art. It applies for 
implementation under Category 3 conversion and is thereby 
approved by the jury. 

2
7

-J
P-

2
0

1
8

 /
 3

1
.0

5 MIRACLE 
WORKS LTD 

Sogetsu Ikebana 
Art 

The Sogetsu Ikebana Art Project presents Ikebana Japanese Art in Bulgaria with the following 
activities:1. Ikebana Exhibition - The aim is to present the art of ikebana to a wider audience 
in Plovdiv. The exhibition will be displayed in a cultural center in the center of the city. It will 
consist of two large unique authoring installations, nothing similar has been displayed in 
Bulgaria and 20 smaller ikebanas.2. Organizing and conducting Ikebana workshops. The 
workshop will be for adults and children with the aim to introduce and popularize art and 
flower arrangements developed by the world's most famous ikebana school with 
representative offices in 100 countries 

2 810,00 
/9%/ 

Points: 16,4 
The project is developed in the parameters of the usual 
activity dedicated to the art of floral arrangement but has 
realistic ambition and opportunity for presentation and 
attention engagement. The Commission recommends 
Category 3 application. 

3
1

-J
P-

2
0

1
8

 /
 3

1
.0

5 Vertical 
Foundation 

Aikido Dance 
 

Aikido Dance (AD) is about the fusion of two relatively contemporary art forms - modern 
dance and aikido. The general idea is to experiment and do primary research on the potential 
benefits dancers can get from studying the Japanese martial art, and sword fight in particular 
– which we believe may be a clue to raising the dancers' spacial awareness. A 30-minute 
choreography – named The Shadow Warrior – will be staged as an illustration of how aikido 
may be blended with contemporary dance. The Project will happen in three stages. STAGE 
ONE: a 3-day workshop. Young professional and advanced non professional dancers will take 
classes in Modern Dance, Aikido, and Fusion Choreography 

9 750,00 
/35%/ 

Points: 15,6 
The project provides a more unusual representation of 
martial arts. The Commission proposes to implement the 
Category 3 project, and in the case of second session 
application, we recommend that a real Japanese interaction 
be searched for the project, which will be the basis for 
building the idea on an international level. 
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NON-SELECTED PROJECTS PROPOSALS: 
Register 
No/Date 

Entity Name of the 
project 

Short description, submitted by the applicant Requested 
amount in 
BGN /%/ 

 Jury comments and number of points 

0
1

_J
P

_2
0

1
8

 /
 3

1
.0

5
 Sdrujenie 

Jikishinkai – 

Jikishinkai 

Dojo Plovdiv 

Zen Buddhism 

– Workshop 

And 

Meditation 

.Daihonzan Eiheiji was founded in 1244 CE by Koso Dogen Zenji. Eiheiji was built through the great 
mind of Dogen Zenji, who endeavored to create a principal practice center where the teaching of 
Shakyamuni. Eiheiji is proud of its 750 year-old tradition where even today more than 200 monks strive 
at Zen practice through night and day. Eiheiji is surrounded by ancient Japanese cedars and the sounds 
of murmuring streams.. Built at the foot of a hill beneath a pine forest, the temple is located in 
Matsuoka, a suburb of Fukui City in Fukui Prefecture.  Since Sasagawa Kosen Roshi became the 22nd 
abbot of Tenryu-ji in 1979 the temple has welcomed several hundred practitioners, many of them from 
abroad. The temple's abbot is also head priest of Bussho-ji, located in the mountains of Ono City. The 
focus of the workshop will be in the history of Zen Buddhism, its roots, practice and benefits in daily 
life followed by meditation. SASAGAWA KOSEN ROSHI is the guest ROSHI and Ambassador of Zen 
Buddhism for Plovdiv 2019.  2 lectures will be conducted each day divided in 2 parts: morning and 
evenings followed by meditation sessions at the end of each presentation. The lectures will be also 
translated in Bulgarian for the people that don't speak English. The workshop will take place in one of 
the old tobacco houses in the center of the town which are part of the Cultural treasures of Plovdiv. 
Each session will have capacity for 20 to 30 people. 

1 600,00 
/24%/ 

Points: 13,6 
 
The cost of the project is quite reasonable, but its actual 
effectiveness and audience impact are limited. 
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5
 Spectra 

Foundation Project “U” 

 

The idea behind the project is the convergence of three different cultures - Bulgarian, Japanese and 
Austrian and "twinning" through music and performing arts. This is a cross-art project - a synergy 
between contemporary music, poetry and original blend of traditional Japanese native instruments 
and classical musical instruments - in which the audience will use all their senses to experience the 
work of art, which is a union of three cultures. The works of the Japanese writer Yoko Tawada will be 
the basis for a new vocal/ instrumental composition written and directed by Viktor Ilieff, which will 
have its international premiere in June 2019 in Plovdiv. The concept of the project also embraces the 
idea of modern staging, light, visual and interactive design. The prominent lighting designer from 
France, David Debrinay will join in, as well as the French director Thierry Jolivet and the Austrian 
counter-tenor Bernhard Landauer 

36 000,00 
/21%/ 

Points: 15,2 
The candidate and the lighting director, who was 
appointed by them have already repeatedly shown an 
inconsistent interest in implementing projects in the ECOC 
program. Both of them are partners of Plovdiv 2019 by the 
Bid Book and elements of this proposal overlap with some 
of the projects in the Bid Book. Candidates have 
undoubtedly good creative biography and performance 
talent, but their organizational qualities have not been 
proven so far and there is no guarantee that the project 
will take place as intended. The Commission also 
recommends a revision and reevaluation of budget items 
in the part of media partnerships and producers' fees. 

0
9
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5 “Hyperion” 

organisation, 

represented by 

“High Five” 

EOOD 

 

 

“Shinwa no 

Sekai” / “A 

World of 

Myths” 

 

 The project aims to present Japanese culture to the Bulgarian audience by making a comparison of 
Bulgarian and Japanese mythology, and mythical creatures in particular. The main characters (one of 
each nationality) will collide and collaborate with the creatures from the mythology of the other 
nationality. These creatures, which will correspond to one another, will interact, creating at the same 
time an opposition and a mirror effect.The performance will be oriented more towards the abstract 
side and will aim to represent its idea by using dancing techniques, music and light effects, costumes, 
and acting. The use of speech will be reduced to a minimum, so it would be possible for other 
audiences, not only the Bulgarian one, to have access to the performance. At the same time, by 
showing some of the similarities in the mythologies and respectively the culture of the two nations, it 
is possible that preconditions for their better understanding and a possibility for intercultural dialogue 
would be created. In addition to the performance itself, a trailer and a series of short videos with 
information about the different creatures will be created and will be uploaded on the YouTube channel 
of the organisation. 

5 673,00 
/55%/ 

Points: 12,2 
The idea of the project is stated unclearly in the part 
about the real realization of the concept and how the 
interaction with Japanese artists is secured. The project 
outcome remains unspecified, as well as the potential for 
long-term partnership and development at national and 
international level. Some budget activities remain unclear. 
The percentage of requested financial support from the 
Plovdiv 2019 Foundation is higher than the requirements 
of the open call. 
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5 FIRE theatre-

art-culture 

FOUNDATION 

 

BEYOND THE 

WORDS: 

SEVEN 

WORDLESS 

HAIKU 

Masters of their Arts from Japan, Bulgaria and the Czech Republic meet in September & October 2019 
in the ECoC - Plovdiv for a joint creative project with a focus on spirituality, harmony and beauty.From 
the interaction between the different cultures and arts a nonverbal visual spectacle with live 
performed music will be born, inspired by the ancient Japanese poetic form of haiku and the encoded 
in it Zen philosophy. Elegant, influential and leading to reflection theatrical experience - a bridge 
between tradition and modernity.Main event:3 performances of the show (2 - Plovdiv, 1 - 
Sofia)Accompanying events:Japanese-Bulgarian concert (Plovdiv & Sofia) master class for future 
professionals .Japanese traditional "taiko" drums (Plovdiv & Sofia)Movement Theatre and Japanese 
Traditional Theatre.The creative process will allow an intensive exchange of knowledge and ideas, 
partnership development. Emphasis on continuity - talented young actors and musicians are included 
in the process. 

20 230,00 
/18%/ 

Points: 15,2 
 
The project presents a good artistic interaction, but the 
expected outcome remains unclear. There is no guarantee 
about the candidate's capacity to cope with the 
organization of the event at the desired scale. Given the 
number of projects with focus on performing arts, this 
proposal is not sufficiently convincing. 
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5 Violeta 
Ivanova, 
Kazuhiro 
Yajima 

Working title 
“Travelogues” 

“Travelogues” is a modular construction of traditional Japanese sliding doors in real size. On them are 
presented fragments of travel notes and notes from and about cities, former, present and future 
European Capitals of Culture. The project is an original journey between places, cultures, traditions, 
texts and ages. It offers active audience participation, which by sliding the doors themselves will form 
different combinations of texts, their translations, drawings etc.The main structural element, namely 
the sliding door, carries the basic idea of the project. It symbolizes a transition to something different, 
something new, something far away. The door is seen as a transit element that leads us to other spaces 
and situations.Instead of images introducing us distant places, “Travelogues” uses short texts - travel 
notes, impressions that connect the Bulgarian Cyrillic alphabet with many other European languages. 
Here we make another allegorical reference, namely the book as one more tool for traveling and 
exploring foreign cultures. 

7 960,00 
/28%/ 

Points: 14,6 
The project presents an idea for intervention in an urban 
environment, a direction that is very important and 
interesting in Plovdiv 2019 programme. However, the idea 
proposal is not convincing due to lack of visualization to 
help get a real idea of the planned installation. The most 
positive element of the proposal is the interaction 
between a Bulgarian artist and a Japanese architect, but 
it is unclear about why the choice falls  on other ECoC 
cities and how the content will interact and attract 
audiences. The project has potential for development and 
a more detailed engagement of the applicant for future 
opportunities for  the interaction of Bulgaria and Japan 
through the ECOC is recommended. 
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5 Aikido, Judo 
and Shooting 
Activity 
"Shield" 

AIKIDO FOR 
ALL 

The project is related to the realization of a training aikido seminar for the citizens of Plovdiv, as well 
as for the police and the special and subdivisions in our city.For this purpose, we have the pleasure to 
invite the shin GENZAN TAKEMURA 10-DAN(and one assistant), who is undoubtedly one of the best 
specialists in this regard. He lives in Okayama, which will strengthen relations between our twin 
cities.For really good results, his visit should be at least 15-20 days, and he will teach the police after 
noon in the afternoon of the citizens of Plovdiv.At the end of his stay, a large demonstration of Aikido 
and Judo will be organized.The judo demonstration will involve mentally handicapped people with 
whom our club has been working for five years. 

5 000,00 
/40%/ 

Points: 10,2 
The project can also be carried out within the EU-Japan 
Fest study trips. The only element is the large 
demonstration of judo and aikido in Plovdiv, which is 
planned for a wider audience but its organization is not 
considered in the budget. 
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5 Foundation 

Madara-

Bulgaria - 

Center for 

International 

Research in 

Education and 

Culture 

OPEN 

ACADEMY 

„INOVATION 

IN 

EDUCATION: 

JAPAN – 

BULGARIA“ 

The traditional paradigm of education is based on the ideas of The Enlightenment - 17th century and 
the requirements of standardized education of the masses from the Industrialization times - 19th 
century. Today we live in a knowledge society and an era of fast-growing technologies. This condition 
changes both the working and learning environments as well as our way of thinking - thus, rendering 
the old education paradigm inadequate. The open academy project ;Innovation in Education: Japan - 
Bulgaria&quot; aims to familiarize the Bulgarian pedagogical community with innovations in the field 
of education in Japan that respond to the crucial issue of the 21st century school: How to meet the 
demands of time and anticipate the upcoming changes in our society in order to prepare complete 
individuals prepared for the labor market for 10-20 years ahead? For this purpose we have invited 
professors from Japan who together with Bulgarian academics will deliver lectures: &quot;Sofia-Tokyo: 
The world through the eyes of children&quot;, &quot;Japanese cultural matrix and innovation in 
education&quot;, &quot;The Leader of the 21st century - Psychology of Success. Philosophy of 
Informatics &quot;and will organize a workshop - &quot;Dealing with Chronic stress East-West; 

7 340,00 
/30 %/ 

Points: 13,8 
 
The project addresses an important subject that is 
essential to the development of any society. In its current 
version, the project presents a highly specialized and 
closed event, without foreseeing real practical 
applicability. Modern technology, however, would allow 
such lecture series to be implemented as a digital lecture, 
which would save money. 
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5 ART LAND Ltd DARKNESS 

 

 Japan lives equally comfortably in the future and in the past. Extremely curious is the attitude of the 
Japanese towards existence and death. To the forces that actuate our life and the reasons for ourselves 
to renounce from it. The story tells of a young man who fled away from loneliness and isolation in the 
big city. He falls into a strange ghostly forest (Aokigahara). It's an enchanting living creature that 
conveys the character into a parallel dimension, where he meets spirits and demons of Japanese 
mythology. He finds the horror and fear that every suicide awaits. Returning to reality, he rediscovers 
the beauty and meaning of his own life. Our team opposes the commercialization of this delicate topic. 
Our task is through the language of the legends and mythology to depict a story, which will evoke 
veneration of the afterlife, also love and appreciation about being alive. Aokigahara is only a source of 
inspiration and as such will be represented. 

9 712,00 
/26%/ 

Points: 15,2 
 
An interesting project subject regarding the topic of 
suicide. The project, however, fails to convincingly 
respond to the parameters binding the idea to the ECOC 
and to what extent it can provoke sustainability. The 
audiences target audiences are not described. 
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5 Darina 
Slavcheva 
Slavova / 
Kuzuryu 

“Zmej“ and 
“Orochi“ – 
Mythology of 
dragon in 
Bulgaria and 
Japan - 

Artistic stage based on mythology of dragon will be presented in Plovdiv. Stage will entertain about 
100 audiences with songs, narations, dances and paintings. Performances will be created based on 
folklore and rituals that are connected from acient legends to modern live culture. CD/DVD will also 
be published with consideration of similarities in folklore based culture in Bulgaria and Japan. To help 
self contribution of funding, cloud funding for recruiting stage volunteers and staffs, second stage of 
EU Japan Fest for reseach trip and Japan Arts Council and other Japanese fundations will be considered 
to apply.  Workshop and preview concert in Japan also help  self funding and involving volunteers and 
staffs. 

17 575,00 
/60%/ 

Points: 12,8 
The topic of common mythological images has its 
potential and is very intriguing. The attached budget form 
is unclear. Only sources of own funding are indicated, but 
not the items to which it refers. The main funding is 
requested by the Plovdiv Foundation 2019, which is not 
the purpose of this open call. There is no clarity about the 
content and the release of the CDs and the DVDs and the 
result of the interaction is not convincing. 
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5 The Authentic 

Foundation 
"Bulgaria and 
Japan - Far 
Away and Yet 
So Close" 

 

The project will be realized in schools in Plovdiv and Tokyo, together with Toshiaki Iida and Tsukasa. 
Workshops will be held with presentations. Combined captivating lectures with live performances, 
multimedia and other technologies will present the musical culture of both countries The musicians 
will share their experience and practice , enabling participants to engage in the process of creating 
music through traditional folklore and classical instruments with the help of modern technologies. It 
is expected to revive the interest of young people in traditions, by presenting them in a creative and 
accessible way. The program is: Presentations and presentation of Bulgaria and Japan - songs, 
traditional costumes and instruments Interactive presentation of traditional musical and classical 
instruments together with the participants Technology in contemporary music• Concert in a chosen 
hall for the presentation of the two folklore, skillfully intertwined with different styles of music, with 
active participation of the audience.call 

8 620,00 
/21%/ 

Points: 15 
Project for school trainings and concerts with no specific 
connection between them. It seems that there is not 
enough research, neither clarification about which 
schools is the project about. The applicant is looking for 
an international appearance. The project is risky in terms 
of performance and is too standard as an idea against the 
set parameters for the ECOC's objectives and mission. 
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5  Upper Ltd Street 

Masters / 

Kukeri and 

Setsubun 

Stage 

Kukeri and Setsubun is an open stage for music and video production, organisation of concerts and 
projects related to the intervention in the urban environment. This is a label from a new generation 
that concentrates on imposing a whole new trend in art which affects not only the organization of the 
recording process but is also relevant to the imposition of new ideologies through art, performative 
arts, urban interventions and organisation of events.We will seek the traditions in the arts of the Japan 
and Bulgaria in order to establish a global movement aiming at popularising the ethno art and the 
classical music of the countries mentioned above. Our focus will be on music, art (through street art), 
creative industries (media, advertising and fashion) and organisation of events. 

5 000,00 
/26%/ 

Points: 15 
The candidate has won a project in the same field 
included in the official program of Plovdiv 2019 ECOC. Thе 
current project initiative is presented as a different 
project, but it actually works entirely in the direction of 
the already approved project. The description of the 
project does not correspond to the expenditure 
budgeted, which in turn is presented too broadly. 
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5 Dragonlast Plovdiv 
Drama 
Theater 

Dragonlast is an experimental performance that puts on stage the aesthetics of manga, Japanese 
performance concepts and Bulgarian traditional music to tell the story of an outcast, lost in his way to 
revenge, discovering the uselessness and the infinity of violence. Based on the work of Satanasov, a 
Bulgarian mangaka, recognized in Japan and Bulgaria, the performance will utilize the classical 
approaches of Kabuki and Noh combined with cutting-edge audiovisual technology, to deliver a 
powerful story that emerges from the meeting points of Japanese and Bulgarian culture. This 
performance is not only a unique theatrical experiment, putting manga on stage for the first time, but 
also a powerful show that reaches audiences that may have never been tempted by theatre before 
and introducing them not only to this powerful art form, but also to Japanese culture and it's common 
ground with Bulgarian folklore and traditions. 

42 000,00 
/39%/ 

Points: 15,2 
The candidate can guarantee sustainability in executing 
the  performance, but there is no real Japanese 
interaction in the specific proposal. This is a Bulgarian 
work under the influence of Japanese culture. The 
project, if developed by the deadline for the second stage 
selection with a specific Japanese partnership, can be 
submitted under Category 3, before that it needs to be 
presented in detail because the Commission needs to 
assess if a recommendation can be given for financial 
support under Category 3. 
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5 Chado 
Urasenke 
Tankokai 
Bulgaria 

Universe 
served on a 
plate 

 Lecture on the philosophy and aesthetics of the tea gathering as well as explanation of the details to 
the audience - the architecture of the tea room (typical representation of the Japanese traditional 
architecture); etiquette and movement in the Tea space; atmosphere and principles. 
 Demonstration of a complete Japanese tea ceremony which lasts 4 hours and includes walking along 
the path of a tea garden which symbolises detachment from the everyday problems and entering a 
zone of peace and harmony the correct way of entering the tea room preparing the charcoal and fire 
in front of the guests serving traditional Japanese food - a minimised version of Japanese cuisine 
serving two types of powdered green tea (matcha), prepared in a special way in front of the guests 
closing moments .A series of lectures about the similarities and differences between the Bulgarian and 
Japanese culture in regards of the view of life, customs, food, clothes (similarities and differences 
between kimono and traditional Bulgarian clothing.  Exhibition of tea ceremony utensils - 3 days. 

5 630,00 
/28%/ 

Points: 12,2 
The project proposal fails to upgrade the applicant's usual 
activity by organising demonstrations for a tea ceremony. 
There is no convincing link between the idea and the 
objectives of the open call. The budget looks like a long 
list of utensils as an own contribution. The event does not 
have the potential to attract a wider audience than the 
usual audience and there is no visible intention to develop 
an European partnership. 
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5 Contemporar
y Japanese Art 
Project:  
CONNECT 
 

NPO 

TSUKUBA ART 

CENTER 

General 

Director 

Takashi 

Ikezawa 

We always have the concept of coexistence between nature and human beings, but this time we are 
planning artwork that is conscious of the relationship with the environment surrounding ourselves, 
such as the connection between people and people, the connection between people and nature, the 
connection between people and things I express it. As a nature art, not only the land trees, stones and 
grasses, the sound of the wind, the sound of the water, but also the people and nature encountered 
in Bulgaria, historic buildings and words, music, etc. are all materials of the art work. We ask for the 
cooperation of people in the area when we produce the work. One person or two people with 
disabilities will join from Japan. They regularly make woodwork and crafts as a work. I will display their 
works brought while supporting artists, using their characteristics. It is a work activity by connection 
of local people, artists and disabled people. We would like to cooperate with the Bulgarian art 
institution DOMA ART EVENT at this exhibition. (Please  nvite artists from the site etc) Akiko Nakayama 
painter:Ko Ishikawa Gagaku player,Kousetsu Reiko Imanishi Koto player Electric koto,Yousuke Fujita 
Original Pipe Organist Sound Installation,Takashi Ikezawa installation artist print artist * 
curator ,Daisaku Ueno artist, ceramist We also have a workshop for children by Japanese artists during 
the period. It is a workshop using origami, Japanese paper, and mizuhiki. 

63 500,00 
/59 %/ 

Points: 13,4 
 
The project proposal has not been convincingly and 
concretely specified. The budget is very common, with no 
detail and no compliance with the open invitation 
framework. There is no visual material of the works 
included in this selection or links to the listed authors in 
the proposal. The Bulgarian partner is desirable without 
his inclusion being confirmed. No recognizable content 
quality guarantees. 
 

2
8

-J
P-

2
0

1
8

 /
 3

1
.0

5 "Butoh - the 
Japanese 
point of you" 

 

Association 
"Marinela" 

The current project focuses on the collaboration with Tenko Ima and her band for dance-dance and 
performance "Kiradza". Tenko Ima is one of the leading figures in the contemporary Japanese dance 
and dance performance, as well as the founding of the Butoh-kan (Kyoto House) in July 2016 - the 
world's first stage dedicated to the presentation of this art. In Butoh-kan He has his own performances 
on a weekly basis, among whose audiences foreigners prevail. For her visit to Bulgaria during "Plovdiv 
2019", Tenko is highly motivated to create an entirely new playplay, which includes the participation 
of a scene and local actors, singers and musicians presenting live Bulgarian works to be skillfully 
combined with the performances of the Japanese traditional shamanic instrument. The play in 
question will be presented on stage at least twice, before Tenko Ima and her group will also hold a 
several-day workshop on keyboards to learn about the main features of this art.4. How the project 
represents its connection to Japanese culture, the focus of this open invitation. 

37 300,00 
/31%/ 

Points: 13,6 
The Butchers' tradition was represented in the ECOC 
network in Plovdiv in 1999, when the city was an 
accompanying capital of culture. The current project is 
failing to offer convincing content that engages 
development on the guidelines set in the Open Call. 
Creating an entirely new spectacle to work on players and 
playing only 2 times without a pervasive distribution of 
dance festivals is a weakness of the project. Budget items 
are not entirely allocated as required. 
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5 Art 
Meditation 
Camp 
Sakura&Rose 

Zen 
meditation 
and Japanese 
culture 
(audio/visual 
art) 

Nedyalka 
Hristova 
Shetkova - 
independent 
consultant of 
creative 
projects, 
producer 

Art Meditation Camp "Sakura&Rose" Artistic Project - Together in the Garden of the Soul Zen and 
Japanese Culture - Zazen meditations and meetings with Japanese and Bulgarian creative artists and 
audience, dialogue and exchange between traditions, sharing and co-experienced expression 
through art, paintings, sculpture, calligraphy, photography, handicrafts, ceramic, music, poetry etc. 
inspired by the flowers of the Japanese Sakura and the Bulgarian Rose.Creating Internet presence of 
the artistic project.Bulgarian artists visit Japan in the spring time for Hanami, to enjoy the season of 
the blossoming Sakura, thus getting inspiration for artistic expression for the future exhibition of the 
project.Welcoming Japanese artists to Bulgaria in the season of the rose picking, when the Bulgarian 
rose is ripe and full of aroma, May-June, the rose being the inspiration for their artistic works for the 
project.Meditation being the gate to direct creative expression - Zen.Mutual exhibition of the project 
in Plovdiv - September 2019Catalogue. 

4 500,00 
/8%/ 

Points: 13,8 
 
The project, although it foresees the presentation of 
traditional Japanese art, it does not exceed the limit of 
one-time self-directed manifestation. There is no 
convincing  intention to develop a partner network or to 
engage with building audiences. 
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5 Limpid Sun 

 

Miss Anan 
ATOYAMA / 
AToU dance 
company 

 

Anan Atoyama continues her research through the cycle of life, which made by disappearances and 
transformations. Limpid Sun is a "living" installation project that combines dance and visual arts with 
Nature, Science and Technology. Its multiple dimensions can exist in the middle of nature or also in a 
recomposed space like a room of museum, the hall of a theater or others alternative places. Through 
this project, Anan Atoyama creates an experience faced with evidences. An exceptional time that we 
do not live every day, an artistic experience to discover and to be more sensitive to the relationship 
between human being, nature and object. It will be a unique sharing moments among five artists, two 
local participants as performer and the audience. The choreographic research has an aim to develop 
the interaction between the performers and the environment where they evolve. Anan Atoyama 
explores this interaction by bringing artists together from different cultures. In her work as a 
choreographer, she brings out the creativity of everyone to find harmony in disharmony. 

11 150,00 
/21%/ 

Points: 10.4 
 
Private project not related to public realisation and 
interaction with audiences. There is no foreseen expenses 
for a stage space or any other space for performance. The 
project is not convincing according to the open call  
parameters. 
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5 Ivan Botev “Exploring the 
Art of Living 
Together in 
21st Century 
Ethnically 
Diverse 
Europe: Focus 
on Plovdiv 
2019 and 
Beyond” 

Since March 2011, when the long and bloody civil war in Syria began, 130,000 people have died and 
hundred thousands have fled the country in order to save their lives. In only one-year time span Syrian 
refugees have increased eight times (UNHCR). In Europe, countries like Hungary have closed their 
borders and there is an increased military presence in the Mediterranean Sea. Many of the refugees 
from Syria also happen to be Palestinians (not wanted in Jordan) and Kurds (not wanted in Turkey) and 
therefore they find their way towards a farther, safer country—in this case, Bulgaria. The refugee camps 
are in a bad state and are repaired “on the go.” The media are not creating a tone that is understanding 
and tolerating. As a result, the refugees here are mostly seen as a threat—for the loss of jobs, for the 
social welfare system, and for the safety of national identity. The refugees are not being integrated. 
After they arrive in Bulgaria, they stay in refugee camps until they receive new documents—a process 
that can continue several months or longer. Our project’s objectives are inclusion and implementation 
of existing literature and creation of new, specific such in the elementary school curriculum, as well as 
in non-formal educational settings, which fosters a sense of belonging, acceptance of others, and living 
in peace and harmony with one another. Such literature, mainly in the form of picturebooks, will teach 
equality and equal rights and opportunities. This project will teach Bulgarian children how to accept 
others, as well as foster sense of belonging in refugee children, thus helping them integrate in Bulgarian 
society. Our team will use social anthropology theory and methods to research the problem, in contrast 
with existing researches—international law, political science, sociology, etc.—and will work with local 
people in the form of interviews with Ministry of Education representatives, university professors, 
teachers, students, textbook publishers, government representatives, journalists covering education 
and refugee problems, ethnic minorities’ representatives, refugees in the country and those who have 
recently made Bulgaria their new home in order to find out what impact do the literature and 
educational materials we prepare have as far as nurturing a sense of belonging, acceptance, and living 
in peace and harmony with one another have. After positive results, we will propose these materials to 
be included in different school subjects in the elementary school, especially where there (need to be) 
are lessons on hometown and local community, fostering a sense of belonging. 

20 000,00 
/20%/ 

Points: 14,8 
 
The description of the project does not meet the 
requirements of the open call. The budget is very unclear , 
it does not present details about the own contribution, 
there are incorrectly described means for tangible assets. 
The topic is underdeveloped and presented as a real 
project, there is more attention on an academic 
description of a problematic topic but on not the 
realisation within the parameters of this open call. 
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    VEGESUSHI Sogen Ichizumi                              I would like to propose sushi like a cake with vegetables as a new style of Japanese food, in the form 

of a workshop so vegetarian person and all the people in the 21st century even with many religious 
restrictions can enjoy the cuisine, surround the same table together. We propose a new food culture 
through making it together enjoy withpleasure and eat. 

4 615,00 
/55 %/ 

Points: 10,6 
The project presents a very limited implementation 
parameter. The idea proposal is incomplete and 
incorrectly submitted, details of the project and 
information in Bulgarian are missing. 
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5 和モダン

（wa-

modern)Japa
nese Art of 
Flower 
Performance 
by Hideki 
Hatakeyama 

Takeshi 
Shimazaki / 
Hello Earth 
Aromatherap
y 

Explore the art of peace and tranquility with Japanese style Floral arrangement.Combained with 
Japense and Bulgarian Roses and colourful flowers are well balanced by Japanese Flower Atrist Mr 
Hatakeyama.He will make chandelier with flowers and vase with Shodo and even a person will be his 
canvas He will perform how to arrange Modern European flowers with Japanese sence of Zen and 
Ikebana sprits Shodo -  Japanese art of calligraphy will be used to expand his art of flower 

arrangement和モダン mean 和＝wa "Japanese style" also mean Harmony, Peace モダン＝

modern=new,present,now.He will show us Japanese traditional culture with modern technique in 
flower art. 

 Points: 9 
  
Incomplete and incorrectly submitted project, there are 
no details and information that hinders the evaluation of 
the project in the rankingt. 
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5 Music 
collaboration 
project with 
shamisen 

Masaru 
Yamakage 

Shamisen is Japanese traditional instrument which has distinctive and unique sound - it can give 
impact on European instrument and music scene - it’s will give on unique sound and new flavor to 
current music scene - therefore I strongly think that having Shamisen instrument played with 
European music will bring in a new phase of the music collaboration. What I would like to suggest is 
to find the music partners in Plovdiv to collaborate on music venture together. I am flexible with dates 
so if there’s any concert available to collaborate and if Plovdiv as Capital of Culture can provide 
information on possible partners to collaborate my music collaboration project, it would be the 
dream come true.. It has distinctive sound and taste as unique instrument. I would like to add the 
value of Shamisen and show to the people in Plovdiv and to the world of this beautiful sound and give 
impact to the European music scene and its culture through collaboration .How the project is 
incorporated in the genuine concept and the aims of the initiative European Capital of Culture 2019 
and EU Japan Fest . 

3 802,00 
/54%/ 

Points: 5,8 
 
The project proposal does not exceed the personal private 
realisation of the applicant. The budget has an inflated 
cost. The proposal is not relevant to the current open call. 
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Jury Project  № 
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Sum total 13,6 20 16,4 15,8 24,8 18,4 15,2 27 12,2 23,6 18,8 15,2 15,2 14,6 10,2 13,8 15

,2 

12,

8 

20 19,6 27,6 15 15 15,2 12,2 13,4 16,4 13,6 13,8 10,4 15,6 14,8 10,6 9 24,2 5,8 

Decision                                                                         

* About Project No 8, Jury member Gina Kafedzhian made a self-dismissal and did not participate in the evaluation of the project due to suspicion in  the possible existence of a conflict of interest with regard to the applicant. 
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Svetlana Kuyumdzhieva                                    
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Alexandra Dimitrova 

Saori Hakoda  
6th July 2018 / Plovdiv 
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